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SUBJECT: EXERCISE ALTANEA 74 

REF: STATE 202913 

1. MFA NATO DIRECTOR DARIN CALLED IN EMBOFF AND RAISED ISSUE OF 
EUCOM EXERCISE ALTANEA 74 (SUBEXERCISE OF FLINTLOCK 74) SCHEDULED 
OCTOBER 3-18. DARIN SAID ITALIAN AMBASSADOR BELGRADE HAD EXPRESSED 
CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE YUGOSLAV REACTION TO EXERCISE AND INDICATED HAD 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH U.S. EMBASSY BELGRADE. DARIN ASSERTED IGNORANCE 

OF FACT AND SCOPE OF EXERCISE AND REMARKED THAT IF IT WERE AS 
PROVOCATIVE TO YUGOSLAVS AS REPORTED BY HIS COLLEAGEUE IN BELGRADE 
THE MFA MIGHT WISH RECONSIDER ITS ADVISABILITY ON POLITICAL GROUNDS. 
EMBOFF REMINDED DARIN THAT INITIAL PLANNING FOR EXERCISE HAD BEGUN 
WITH MODI NEARLY TWO YEARS AND MOD WAS INTIMATELY 
INVLOVED IN ITS DETAILS WITH APPROXIMATELY TWO-THIRDS OF 
PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN EXERCISE TO BE ITALIAN MILITARY. 

2. AFTER CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFF AND MODI BRIEFINGS ON THE 
EXERCISE (AND WITH ONE EYE COCKED TO A LARGE-SCALE YUGOSLAV 
EXERCISE IN PROCESS IN POLA AREA SOUTH OF TRIESTE), DARIN 
INDICATED HE WAS RECOMMENDING THAT EXERCISE PROCEED AS 
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PLANNED. FINAL DECISION WOULD OF COURSE BE MADE BY FONMIN 
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MORO WHO CURRENTLY VISITING U.S. DARIN PROMISED ADVISE 
EMBASSY WHEN REPLY RECEIVED FROM FONMIN. 

3. EMBASSY ANTICIPATES FONMIN WILL FOLLOW DARIN'S RECOMMENDATION. 
HOWEVER, DEPT. SHOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPLY FONMIN WITH ANY 
FURTHER DETAILS HE MAY REQUIRE IF HE RAISES SUBJECT WHILE IN THE 
U.S. 

4. IN EMBASSY VIEW EXERCISE SHOULD PROCEED ROUTINELY IN 
CONTEXT ALLIED COOPERATION. HOWEVER. SHOULD GOI FOR OWN 
COMPELLING POLITICAL REASONS FEEL OBLIGED CANCEL, WE SHOULD 
ACQUIESCE GRACEFULLY. BEAUDRY 
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